A Practical Guide to n>1ian nix'n

Section One: nannn np7rTh

A. D27 prior to lighting
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Beginning a half hour before ny'j7w, certain activities are prohibited, in order to guarantee that the nnin is light nra.

Eating more than a nx'a> amount of bread or ninitn foods is 71ox. A nx¥'a> is equal to approx. two average slices of bread.
Less than that amount may be eaten even during the actual nj'71n nt. Similarly other types of foods and all non alcoholic
beverages may be consumed in any amount.

The ¥"nyw is '7*j;n that one is allowed to learn during the half hour before the |nr, but once the 1 has arrived it is "iox to learn
until after the candles were light.

The 2"1wn mentions that "n"aT kW -T"w" are also 1o before candle lighting. This refers to business dealings and other

engaging activities, which are q1ox beginning from a half hour before ny'pw. Sleeping is also 1ox.

= Professionals who must remain at work during this a1 should ask a n'zxw as to how they should conduct themselves.
Even if one began any of these activities, he must stop in the middle in order to light.
In summary, many common activities, including eating supper and being on day-trips, are included in this J10'x.
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B. nmaa ngTh nt
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a There are three basic niv'w regarding the a7 for nnan np710. According to ¥"1w, the candles should be lit at the nxadnn nxx.
In America, that would be 45-50 minutes after nnnn y'jpw. In 78w yax, that would be approx. 30 minutes after the nnnn ny'jpw. The
second opinion is quoted in the (n*nwxY na1n nwa) 2a™wn. This opinion holds that the candles should be lit approx.15 minutes
before the >"nx. The third opinion is the X™a, who holds that the candles should be lit immediately at sunset (ny'jv).

In n'?wint, and other various cities in '"x, the custom is to follow the x"an nu'w and light by ny'jpw. In %"in, the common
practice is to follow either of the other two opinions, each family and community according to its ann.

e The candles should remain lit until the time of "piwn 1 721 n%n"- until people no longer walk by outside. The 12721 2"T 7"n2
points out that we assume that this time is one half hour after nas>i>n nxy. Thus, if one lights at nxy, there need only be a half hour’s
worth of oil. But, if one was to light by ny'w, enough oil must be placed to allow the oil to burn through niwnwi |2 until the 2 hour
after >"nx. 7un%, in "X, the length of time is approx. one hour, and in America the length is approx. an hour and 20 minutes.
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o Regarding the “end |n7” of nina nj7 1N, the ¥"1w brings two points relevant to those who light the nian outdoors. First, if one
couldn’t or just didn’t light immediately at the start of the 1, he must try to light during the %2 hour following the start of the at- until



"mwn n 7220 n'Dn". (If he didn'’t light then either, Tay'1a he can light until dawn-but a n>12a is not made unless someone, even a
family member, sees the candles [x' "o 2"1wn]). Second, the "1y'w of oil put in the candles must be able to last the entire ¥z hr.
from the beginning of the |ar until the time of piwn n 7221 n'7an. The 2"wn points out that |*Tn j7'vn, one who lights outside after the
start of the a1 only needs to put enough oil to last until the end of the ¥z hr. ( '7unY, if he lights 10 min. after the 7 he only has to put
20 min. worth of oil). However, common practice,nw 2"1wn 'vi, is to put the full Y2 hr. amount of oil in the candles.

o The x"n notes that common practice today (nta 7 'vi) is to light indoors. Therefore, the X011 miono is not for passersby, but
rather for the family at home. This changes some of the basic ni>'7n. There is no real significance to the phenomenon of |n 721 n'>n
71wn, because the outsiders will not see the nin. Therefore, although n'7'nn>% to try to light during the classic traditional ar, one
does not have to be overly T'opn. However, he must make sure that there are people present when lighting the nnian in order to
ensure X041 'nioo. If no one is awake anymore, no nd>1a is said before lighting.

S There is a discussion amongst contemporary o'jzoio regarding the ~1y'w of ziwn n 220 n'7H>n today. In our times businesses
remain open for a significant length of time after nightfall. People are still returning home from work hours after the wintertime nxx
! Does that have any bearing on the nixnin "nt in our times? This question is both a X717 and a xnin; the possible X717 is
that one might be able to light after the traditional V2 hr. jnt —until today’s businessmen finish returning home. The xanin is that
perhaps the candles must remain light way beyond the classic 1% hr. after dark, so that the people returning home can see the nnin.
Both of these issues are dealt with by the n'poio. The xnjz:a nnri orTvm writes that this is a "nidt %" on those who light after the
official ja7. The  (j*'x1a%710 T"an Miw'w) 210 nikd 9o and niawn 70 bring a Xxnin to have the candles remain lit after the
official end nr.

C. Where should the nann be lit?
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o Ideally, the nian should be lit outside, by the door of the house that opens into a o'aan niwn. If the house opens into a yard
(which leads to the 2"nn), the nim is lit by the entrance to the yard. There is a annx 'nn regarding the status of contemporary
yards. According to X"tn, since our yards are primarily used only for passage, and not for household functions such as laundry and
cooking, they don not have the |1 of a "1¥n" and one would light by the door of the house. However, the 1"'ma, held that even today,
the nnn should be lit by the entrance to the yard.

o The y"Iw writes that one who lives on a second story lights by his window. The 2> 7"o 2"™awn explains that this is only if he has
no private door to the 1"nn, but has to pass through the downstairs apartment. This is not common today. If the person has his own
entrance, he lights by his entrance. The n'jpoio discuss the status of contemporary buildings, which have a common lobby and
stairwell. Some recommend lighting by the door of the building (viewing the entrance has a “private” entrance), others recommend
lighting by a window inside the apartment, and still others recommend to first light by the door to the building (w/a n>1a) and then
immediately go back to the apartment and light there (w/o a n>12). (anp:a oanti oTvm 'y).

Qo During a time of n120, the 7"7n instituted that the nann should be lit inside. Today, even in many places in 7"in, there is no
immediate danger involved in lighting outside. Therefore a number of o'j7oio hold that the nin should be lit outside. However, some
DIwK) write that even today the nin should be lit inside. (nnin' i "1 10twin 7va). The common practice in *'x is to light outside
and in 7"In to light inside.

o When lighting outside, the mnnn is placed on the left side of the doorway, facing the nritn.

o Today, it is common practice that those who light inside should light by a window that looks out at the 1"nn. However, if that is
difficult, one can certainly rely on the y"1w that "1 nnz2iw v 1In1an".
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o The a% p"o x"nyw writes that these niy'w are measured from the flame, and not the nninn.
o n7'nndY, the flame should be between three to ten n'nov above the ground, Tay'1a, one is xxi' as long as the flame is not
above 20 ninx. In today’s measurements, the niy'w are as follows:

20 ninx 10 o'nov 3 n'nov
11.52 meter 96 cm 28.8cm X"Tn
9.60 meter 80 cm 24 cm AN N"an
o It should be noted that these nmiy'w apply even if one is lighting indoors. However, if one is lighting by a window, the candles

should be high enough so that people on the outside can see them, even if they’ll be above 10 n'nov.




The an 7"o ¥"nywi 1™ "0 2™awn point out that if one lives in an apartment building and his apartment is over 20 ninx from
the ground, he need not light by a window since the people in the 2"nn below will not be able to see the candles. The niaiwn oo
n:xyN records a o'poion 'nn regarding lighting by the apartment window if other apartments also above 20 ninx can see in. The
issue is; was x01 mione instituted specifically for those in the street or even for people in the neighboring building? The common
custom is to light by the window.
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D. Where to light when away from home
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o 7"n1a we are ann that a guest lights his own nnn in his hosts house, provided that he is a guest in that house throughout the
duration of the nr. If he will return home, i.e., he only is visiting for supper, he must light at home.
o According to the x"n", if one is away from home and is sleeping in one place and eating in another, he lights in the place that

he will eat. This is provided that is "viaj" to eat in that place. If, however, he has a place to sleep but no set place to eat (7wn%, he’s
eating his meals in different houses), the niovwe would be to light were he sleeps.

o The above n>7n is very relevant to hotels and nia'w. In a hotel, the candles should be lit in the dining room. There is little
basis for the practice to light in the communal lobby of the hotel, as that is neither the place one sleeps in nor eats in. All effort
should be made to light in the dining room itself. In a narw, the n'7oio debate where the n*1'n'7n should light. The x"tn and R’
Aharon Kotler held that they should light in the dining room, as above. The n"ax held that they should light in the dorms, b/c that is
clearly their main “home”. In instances when the na'w'n n7nin forbids lighting in the rooms, one should light in the dining room acc.
to all opinions.

) When going away for naw, there are many n'j7o19 who hold that on w"xin one can still light at the hosts house (even if plans to
return home soon), since at the start of the 1 he is still a guest there.

E. The np'710n n>Ma
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a The 7 "o 2"wn points out that the nip>1a should be made before the nin s lit. If he forgot, and is still in the middle of
lighting the other candles, he can still make the nip1a. If he first remembers after he’s done lighting, the non nwyw is still
made (& n"nnw on the first night).

o According to the n "o 2"1wn, the "77n nimn" is said immediately after the first candle is light. The prevalent custom is to wait
until all the candles are light.

o Once the candles are light, "177n niman" should be said immediately, without unnecessary delay.

= See nw 1"1wn for a discussion of the proper non of 1770 nimn.

F. Conduct while the nann is lit
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o Women are ann not to perform laborious activities while the candles are still burning. The most common ann is to refrain from
these activities during the V2 hr. 7. Only heavy work is refrained from-sewing, ironing, laundry, etc. Cooking is permitted.
o Although it is "mim for men to do nox"n, it is preferable for him to focus on learning topics related to n>inn while the candles

burn. There are various nn'nr and ni7'on printed in most oiTo that are worthwhile to say.
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A. n'onan w1
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Throughout the duration of nonn, the "n'oan 7" is added during "o'mn" (in y"nw) and "7 nm" (in ™"nn2).

There is no special addition for nonn in the n'nnin Y.

If o'onn Yy is forgotten, do not repeat v"nw. If one remembers before the 'n nw in the n>12, one must go back and say ‘v
o'01n. If one remembers immediately after the 'n nw he should nevertheless conclude the n>1a as regular and skip nroan 7v.

If one omitted n'01n v there is a special "mn1n" to be said at the end of t"nna.

A 'm that normally recites a "nwiTi? 'xn" should make sure to say a regular full y"wn natn during nonn, in order to say ‘7v
n'01n publicly, similar to the public nnnn lighting in the Shul.
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B. nonna 77a
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The entire 770 is said each say of nain. The arn to say 77n during na1an is mentioned in the 'na as one of the essential
elements of naian, and one should try to say it with special feeling and nai>. Acc. to 2% o 1"1* 0"nn the 770 arrn to commemorate a
01 might even be a xn*x arn!

There is a n'poion 'nn if women are nia'n to say nanna 77n.

Although 77n should be said immediately after v"nw, if one couldn’t say it then, the a1 continues all day long.
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Compiled by Moshe Gordon. Please direct any questions, comments, or ninyn to 02-570-4103, 057-775-7538
718-907-3218, or email- mdgordon@bezeqint.net
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